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: Why were children, like Gwen,
evacuated to Shropshire?
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Birmingham - Geography
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Second city
Manufacturing - factories
and important in War
effort - e.g. factory in
Castle Bromwich (suburb)
produced Spitfires

Heavy bombing began in
August 1940

Around 1,852 tons of
bombs were dropped on
Birmingham, making it the
third most heavily bombed
city in the United Kingd
behind London and
Liverpool.



Genre - Historical Fiction

» What is historical fiction?

» Read extracts from Alfred’s story -
someone who lived at the time in
Erdington and was a similar age to
Gwen

» Alfred's story of being a school
child in Birmingham



https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/06/a4170106.shtml

Evacuation from Birmingham

Read Betty’s story:

» Evacuated from Birmingham in
1940



https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/24/a3155924.shtml

Shropshire took evacuees from Liverpool

and Birmingham

BORDER COUNTIES WELCOME
CITY CHILDREN

GREAT SCHEME CARRIED OUT WITHOUT
A HITCH

MAGNIFICENT WORK BY LOCAL RECEPTION WORKERS

We know about the
evacuation as we have
‘sources’ - this means
information about the
events from people at
the time - newspaper
reports, letters home
etc.



A letter home from Shropshire...

MY IMPRESSIONS OF LIFE IN THE |
COUNTRY,

How was life different
in the countryside?
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