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Rules of Direct Speech

• The general rules of direct speech are:

• Each new character's speech starts on a new line.

• Speech is opened with speech marks.

• Each line of speech starts with a capital.

• The line of speech ends with a comma, exclamation mark 
or question mark.

• A reporting clause is used at the end 
(said Jane, shouted Paul, replied Mum).

• A full stop goes after the reporting clause.



Rules about Direct Speech

 If the direct speech in the sentence is broken up by 

information about who is speaking, add in a comma or 

question mark or exclamation mark to end the first piece 

of speech and a full stop or another comma before the 

second piece (before the speech marks), for example: "It's 

lovely," she sighed, "but I can't afford it right now."

 "I agree!" said Kate. "Let's go!"



Writing your own direct speech

 You are going to write a conversation between Gwen and 

Eddie about what happened at the yew tree and use 

direct speech correctly.

 Pupil Teacher 

Each character’s speech starts on a new line.   

There are speech marks around the words they say.   

Each line of speech starts with a capital letter.   

The line of speech ends with a comma, exclamation mark or question  
mark. 

  

A reporting clause is used at the end (whispered Gwen/ shouted 
Eddie) 

  

A full stop goes at the end of the reporting clause.   

 


